Policy

School Ethos

STATEMENT OF BOARDING AIMS AND
PRACTICE

Downe House, established in 1907, is a full boarding School, which aims to provide an excellent
holistic education for boarders and day pupils within a relaxed but structured House framework.
The School aims to enable girls to develop academically, socially, spiritually and emotionally in a
homely and friendly environment, where mutual trust and respect between pupils and staff are
the fundamental guiding principles on which the community was established over one hundred
years ago and on which it continues to flourish. Our partnership with our parents is also a vital
strand to ensuring our pupils are well supported and this commitment can be seen through our
comprehensive ‘Parenting and Educating in Partnership’ Programme.

At Downe House the individual is highly valued within the House and the whole School
community. All pupils, irrespective of background, race, religion or culture, are encouraged to live
in harmony with one another and, by making the most of a range of different opportunities
available to them during their journey through the Lower School, the Upper School and the Sixth
Form Houses, girls are encouraged to develop the necessary confidence to meet the demands of
adulthood and a rapidly changing world. One Sixth Form leaver eloquently summed up the unique
Downe House experience by saying, ‘I left Downe House with the feeling there was nothing |
couldn’t achieve.’
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